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Please visit their  

website which is 

www.bdco.co.uk. 

 

 

After our Financial 

Awareness Day we 

are delighted to say 

that we have signed 

up 15 new members 

to the Credit Union 

so far.  If you would 

like to join it is not 

too late.  Please ask 

at reception for  

further details .  You 

can be a member 

yourself or sign up 

for the Junior  

Savers’ Scheme for 

your child and re-

ceive a free duck 

money box.  We will 

be having  

collection days on 

Monday mornings 

and Wednesday  

afternoons.   

Alternatively you 

can set up a  

standing order. 

 

There are lots of 

benefits if you sign 

up to the Credit 

Union as they can 

offer low cost loans 

and our aim is to 

help children save 

from a young age, 

as little as 50p per 

week.   

 

Hi, I’m Lynne and I work as lead practitioner in the  

2-3 room. A typical day for me starts at around 

6.15am when my alarm goes off; after trying to  

ignore it for 5 minutes I get up to feed my two cats 

and get ready for work. 

 

I begin my working day by setting the 2/3 room up; 

filling the water tray, setting the dough out making 

sure all the areas in the room look nice for the children to come in 

to.  
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A day in the life of an Early Years Practitioner 

I S S U E  E I G H T  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 1  Ready Steady 
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We have had a quiet time this term regarding the movement of staff but we would like to say 

farewell to Jane Johnson from Yellow class who has left to have her baby.  We wish Jane all the 

very best and we will look forward to seeing Jane soon with her baby! 

 

We would like to welcome Rabeah Sufi, Social Worker student who will be working alongside 

the Family & Community Services Team. 

 

We would like to congratulate Sumayyah on the birth of her daughter on 28th September 

2011.  Baby weighed 7lbs 9oz and both are doing well.  We look forward to seeing Sumayyah 

soon and her new arrival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to say that after our 

fund raising coffee morning we raised 

£128.02 for MacMillan Cancer  

Support 

Staffing Updates 

If you or anyone you know would like to work at  

St Edmund’s Nursery School & Children’s Centre on  

a casual basis please enquire at reception for an  

application pack as we are trying to recruit a pool of 

people who we can call upon at short  

notice.   
 

Thank you. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imran Jane Naila Claire Noor Michelle Kirsty Amanda Maria Juraj Kauser 
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  Morning  Afternoon  

  Speech & Language Assessment Clinic 1.30pm —2.30pm Bumps to Babies/Infant        

Massage/Music & Movement                    

(rolling programme) 

1.30pm—2.30pm Martial Arts 

(rolling programme with Jabadao) 

 9.30—11.30am ICT 

9.30—11.30am Family Learning 

9:30am—11am Creative Arts 

1pmñ3pm Baby Stay & Play (0 - 2yrs)  

  

 9am—10am English for Parents & children 

10.30am ñ 3.30pm Stay & Play  

Lending Library 7.45am - 5.30pm  

  

10.30am ñ3.30pm Stay & Play  

12pm—3pm Health Trainer 

Lending Library 7.45am - 5.30pm  

 9.30am—11.30am Nurturing course/Triple P 

(rolling programme) 

1pmñ3pm Stay & Play (Additional needs)  

1.30pm –2.30pm Jabadao/Play & Learn (rolling 

programme) 

5.30pm—7.30pm Triple P for men 

 9am—10am Parents involved in 

      children’s learning (PICL) 

10am—11am I Can Cook 

10.30am ñ3.30pm Stay & Play  

  

Throughout the week Midwives are here 

providing an appointment only service.  

  

10.30am ñ3.30pm Stay & Play  



 

General notes from allééé.. 

If you would like a stall in our foyer for selling  food, hand-
bags, clothing or anything else please ask at reception  for  
further details.  We will be more than happy to help! 

We are also collecting the Nestle vouchers from the top of cereal 

boxes.  By collecting these we will receive free books for the  

rooms.  We would appreciate it if you could pop your vouchers in the 

box at reception..  Thank you. 

We are currently collecting plastic milk bottle tops for 

charity and would appreciate it if you could help us by 

bringing in your plastic milk bottle tops.   Thank you. 

We would like to remind parents/carers that no 

mobile phones are permitted at St Edmundôs 

Nursery School & Childrenôs Centre.  If you are 

entering the building whilst on the telephone 

please end the call before you enter the  

building.  Your help in this matter is much  

appreciated. 

We are collecting Morrisons Let’s Grow  

vouchers for the next fews weeks and 

would appreciate it if you could help us by 

donating your vouchers to us at reception.                  



 

News from the 3 ñ4 roomséééééééé. 
 

As we come to the end of the first term we look back at the number of children we 

have welcomed into 3 – 4’s.  For some children it has been their first time at St.  

Edmund’s while some of the children have moved from 2 -3’s.  We hope that all children 

have found it as interesting as we have getting to know people and places.  The time 

seems to have gone very quickly but we have all been very busy. 

 

Next half term we will be continuing to think about the topic ‘Ourselves,’ developing 

and building on what we have already done.  We will be focusing on familiar routines like 

bedtime, getting ready for nursery and other everyday routines.  We will also be  

celebrating and talking about important events and festivals in the next term.  (This 

will include Christmas and details for this will follow later.) 

 

On Friday 18 th  November  we will be ‘wearing our spots’ and asking for a donation to 

support Children in Need.   

Thursday 1 st  December  will be the first of our Open Days.  We hope you can come and 

join us and build Santa’s Grotto. 

 

Thank you for your support in helping to provide snack for the children this term.  We 

will be asking for your support again in the next term. 

 

Could we remind you, in order to stop children being disturbed during group time the 

classroom doors will be locked: 

9.15 – 9.30 and 11.25 – 11.40 during the morning session 

12.50 – 1.05 and 3.00 – 3.15 during the afternoon session. 

 

We have children who have similar looking coats so to help us find your child’s coat 

please write in their name where it can easily be seen. 

 

Help!  If you have any spare clothes that you could donate such as pants, socks  

trousers etc., we would be grateful.  The children are enjoying playing in the water and 

outside, plus the occasional accident, which means we need plenty of ‘changes’ most 

days. 

 

 



    News from the Under Threes……………………. 
 
 

Hello there hope you are all keeping well, unfortunately I’ve not 

been at nursery very much this term firstly due to a fabulous 

holiday in New York and then sadly a not so fabulous enforced 

three weeks off because of a damaged tendon in my leg!  

However I know that all the rest of the staff in the room have 

been working really hard in my absence.  

 

The new apprentices who began work in both under 3 rooms at 

the start of term have settled into their roles well and are  

becoming valuable members of staff and although Vanessa has  

begun her new role supporting children with additional needs, we 

are pleased we haven’t lost her as she is still based in our room 

and offers us invaluable  support whenever she is able. 

 

As winter approaches I would like to take this time to remind 

everyone that outdoor coats are essential and also spare 

clothes and underclothes as the stock of nursery spare clothes 

is sadly depleted as they are not always returned!  

 

I hope the half term break went well for everyone whether at 

nursery or at home and look forward to seeing you all in the 

near future. 
 



 

 

   

And the closing lineséééééé.. 
"The best thing you can give children, next to good habits, are good  

memories."  

Author: Sydney Harris   
 

Our memories of different times and events in our lives are really important to us. When talking to 

young people it is surprising how many will recall a special toy (often a rocking horse!) or person or 

event that happened to them when they were at Nursery. Other memories may be of special events 

we have celebrated with our families, holidays or great days out – even remembering things such as 

playing in the snow! 

When we are having a bad day or times are hard we draw on these special memories to make us feel 

better.  

Here at St Edmund’s we try to create some special memories for you and your children to carry 

through life and help you to get through difficult times. One of these special events was just before 

half term when we held a fund raising event for the Pakistani Flood appeal. Many of our families and 

staff contributed food and staff gave up their own time to look after the children so that the  

families could listen to the wonderful musicians. We took the younger children into 

Red Class and also went outside to play in the dark. This was really special for the 

children as most of them had never been in the outside play area in the dark  

before. We all had a lovely evening and managed to raise over £500 for the appeal, 

which was amazing. Following on from this, providing we can obtain the necessary 

permissions, we are hoping to hold a ‘Nursery Sleep Over’ in the spring. Playing 

games, sharing food and spending the whole night in the nursery will definitely be an 

event to remember! 

 

"If you make children happy now, you make them happy twenty years hence 

by the memory of it."  

Author: Kate Douglas Wiggin   

 

We take the safeguarding of children very seriously here are St  

Edmund’s.  If any parent/carer feels they are uncertain about the 

safety of a child anywhere within our area please contact a named  

Child Protection member of staff.   

These staff are: 

 

Anne-Marie Merfield—Headteacher 

Lindsay Mihailovic—Deputy Headteacher 

Danuta Petrie—Children’s Centre + Teacher 

Gail Caulfield—Business Manager 

Claire Birch—Family and Community Services Leader 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER WILL BE 

TRAINING DAYS AND THE WHOLE SCHOOL/CENTRE WILL BE CLOSED  

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

 

 

Friday 18th November  

Children In Need Day.  We will be wearing spotty clothes for Children in Need 
 

Sunday 20th November  

Table Top Sale 11am—1pm.  There will be refreshments, face painting & Mendhi.  We look forward to 

seeing you on the day.  Please come along and grab a bargain! 
 

Saturday 26th November  

Men’s & Children’s Martial Arts 10am—12pm.  All Dad’s, Uncle’s and Grandad’s are welcome. 
 

Monday 28th November  

Flouride Varnish Awareness week. 
 

Thursday 1st December  

Red & Yellow class open day—Come along and help us build our Santa’s Grotto. 
 

Monday 12th December  

Parent Celebration Event & Christmas party 1pm to 3pm for parents who have  

completed courses recently.  Limited Creche places available. 
 

Thursday 15th December  

Christmas lunch for all children who stay all day on Thursdays. 
 

Saturday 17th December  

Christmas Fair for families.  Please look out for further details. 
 

Monday 19th December  

Christmas party day.  We would love children to come to nursery in their fancy 

clothes and enjoy the celebration. 
 

Tuesday 20th December  

Red and Yellow class close for Christmas break today.  We will hold our annual  

Nativity event.  Parents are welcome to come along to the Nativity at 10.30am or 2.30pm. 
 

 

Wednesday 21st December  

NURSERY & CENTRE IS CLOSED FOR A TRAINING DAY  

 

 

Friday 23rd December  

Childcare rooms finish for the Christmas break 

 

Tuesday 3rd January 2012  

Nursery & Children’s Centre re-opens 

 

 
 
                              Happy Christmas  
 

ñThere is an African 
proverb which says ñIt 

takes a whole village to 
raise a childò I like to 
think that for us this 
means that it takes a 

community and a  
childrenôs centre to 
raise a child. Letôs  
continue to work  
together to make 

Girlington, Bradford and 
the world a better place 
for our children to grow 

up in.ò 
 

Anne-Marie Merifield 

Headteacherñ 



Washington Street 

Girlington 

Bradford 

BD8 9QW 

Telephone: 01274 543282 

Fax: 01274 499440 

E-mail: office@stedmundsnscc.com 

Web address 

www.stedmundsnscc.com 

Putting children and families at the centre of learning  

Thereõs lots of 
ways to get in 
touchéé... 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our Flood Appeal  

evening.  We all had a wonderful time and raised an amazing 

£523.90. 

 

 

 

 



A Day in the life of continued........ 
 

Other staff arrive to help and then the children begin to arrive, most days we have around 

20 children for breakfast-a very busy time with lots of noise and laughter.  The morning 

session usually goes very quickly; talking and playing with the children. At 9.50 we have a 

group time - we sing songs and say rhymes, both familiar and new ones, then it is snack time, 

the children all enjoy the snacks we share and the time around the table is both a social and 

learning time.  Before we all know the morning session has come to an end and it’s time for 

one of Angie’s scrumptious lunches.  

 

The afternoon is usually much the same as morning with active children keeping me on my 

toes! Some children have a nap at this time and I may help lay them down and stay with 

them until they sleep. At 3.45 some children go home and I take over the care of the  

children from the 3-4 rooms that stay for tea along with the remainder of the 2-3’s. Tea is 

a happy time and I enjoy sitting with the children talking about their day. We continue to 

play until at 5.30 it’s time for me to go home. 

 

Once home again it’s time for a cup of tea and put my feet up for 5 minutes before  

beginning the evening meal.  One night I especially look forward to is Tuesday night when I 

go to the rehearsal rooms (along with 30 other women) and I spend the next two and a half 

hours singing; it certainly helps me unwind after a busy day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               We love to dress up in 2/3’s! 

 

 

 

 

 We celebrate birthdays together 



 

 

ST EDMUNDõS NURSERY SCHOOL & CHILDRENõS CENTRE 

 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 2011/2012  

 

Nursery School Closure Dates 

 

Re-open Monday 5th September 2011 

 

Half-term  Close Thursday 20th October 

   Re-open Monday 31st October 

 

Christmas 

(Nursery)  Close Tuesday 20th December 

   Re-open Tuesday 3rd January 2012 

 

Half-term  Close Wednesday 8th February 

   Re-open Monday 20th February 

 

Easter  Close Friday 30th March 

   Re-open Monday 16th April 

 

Spring Bank Close Friday 1st June 

   Re-open Tuesday 12th June 

 

Summer  Close Friday 20th July 

 

Nursery & Childrenõs Centre closed for Training Days on: 

 

Friday 21st October 2011 

Wednesday 21st December 2011 

Thursday 9th February 2012 

Tuesday 8th May 2012 

Monday 2nd July 2012 

 

 

 



Extended Provision Holidays  

 

 

 

Bank Holidays  

 

Friday 6th April 2012 

Monday 9th April 2012 

Monday 7th May 2012 

Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th June 2012 

Monday 27th August 2012 

 

 

 

Christmas Holidays  

 

Close Friday 23rd December 2011  

Re-Open Tuesday 3rd January 2012 

 

 

 

Training Days  

 

Friday 21st October 2011 

Wednesday 21st December 2011 

Thursday 9th February 2012 

Tuesday 8th May 2012 

Monday 2nd July 2012 

 



News from Family & Community Team 
 

Every Baby Matters week 14 - 17 th  November  

Come and celebrate in Baby Stay & Play, Stay & Play & Infant 

Massage  

 

Fluoride Varnish Awareness sessions   

 

Come and find out about Fluoride varnishing and sign your 

children up for the service on the following dates and times  

 

 Monday 28th November 2011 

 7.45am-8.45am  

 11.30am -12.30am 

 2.45pm-3.45pm  

 

 Wednesday 30th November 2011   

 7.45am-8.45am  

 11.30am -12.30am 

 2.45pm-3.45pm  

 

Friday 2nd December 2011  

 

 7.45am-8.45am 

 11.30am -12.30am 

 2.45pm-3.45pm 

 

 

Fluoride Varnishing Application is taking place all day  on  

Thursday 15 th  December  



 

 

Anne-Marie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


