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As always there will 

be lots of activities 

taking place and we 

hope that everyone 

joins in please keep an 

eye out for posters 

and letters.   

 

 

It seems that the 

holidays have simply 

flown by and it is now 

time to start planning 

our year ahead.  We 

would like to welcome 

back our families and  

welcome all our new 

families too. 

 

This term will be a 

very busy term with 

staff visiting all our 

new children and  

helping them to 

settle into nursery 

routines. 

 

 

 

Well, after nearly 5 years of working here at St Edmund‘s 

I still really enjoy the hustle and bustle of a day in Yellow 

Class.  My day usually starts quite early as I like to make 

the classroom look inviting and exciting for the children as 

they come to school.  The yellow class staff  come  

together at the start of the day to ensure everything is in 

place and then we open the doors for the children to arrive 

from 8.45 am.  After the register is taken Key Workers 

gather up their children for a short group activity.  We all 

enjoy this time as it gives staff and children chance to talk 

about our feelings as well as learning lots of new things.   
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A day in the life of…..Yellow Class Teacher 

I S S U E  E I G H T  
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We would like to welcome our new teacher Janet Lancaster who will be working in our Red class. 
 

Kirsty Whitaker will be moving from 0ñ2 room into Creche.  We are pleased to say that Catherine Shepherd 

will be replacing Kirsty in our 0ñ2 room.    Kiran Shaheen has also moved from our 0ñ2 room into Yellow 

Class. 

 

Joining our 2ñ3 room will be Samantha Horner who has been working in our 3ñ5 rooms.  Kim Robertson will 

now be working every afternoon in Red Class.  We hope everyone enjoys their new roles.  We say farewell to 

Sumayyah who will be leaving us to have her baby.  We wish her all the best and we welcome back Kaneez 

Fatima who will cover Sumayyahõs maternity leave.  We will have some apprentiships starting in our 2 ð 3 room 

so keep an eye out for them.  You may already recognize them as they have been here as students:- 

Khadija Mahmood, Aeesha Hussain, Kiran Naz and Saima Hamid. 

 

We welcome back Maria Chovanova from maternity leave who will be working one day a week.  We also  

welcome Juraj to the Family & Community Services team who will work alongside the team as a Slovakian  

interpreter. 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to congratulate Angie Wainwright our chef who became the longest serving employee at  

Facilities Management as of 1st August 2011. 

 

Big congratulations to Salma Iqbal who had a baby boy named Idris on 18th August.  We send her and the family 

our best wishes. 

 

Congratulations to Ermina Kesedzic for being accepted on to the Graduate Teacher  Programme.  This will mean 

that she will no longer be based in Red Class full time as she will be undertaking her training. 

 

Wajib Khan in our 2ñ3 room has been accepted to do a Early Years Foundation Degree.  This means Wajib will 

be working Tuesday to Fridays and attending college on a Monday. 

 

Congratulations to Maryum Nazir who was successful in her application for a Level 3 post within our 0-5 rooms 

and Kauser Tasneem who was successful in her application for Early Years Support Worker within our Creche. 

 

Finally a big well done to Naila Zubair our Family Outreach Practitioner who graduated with a Masters in  

Education Degree. 

  

Staffing Updates 
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Welcome back , we hope you all had a fantastic summer and some of you were able to attend the trips that we organised 

for you. 

 

We would like to give a big warm welcome back to Michelle from the Crèche Team  who has been off work due to illness. 

It‘s great to have her back in the team and I am sure you will all agree that she‘s been greatly missed .  Michelle will be 

returning to work on a phased return. 

 

Please see our new September programme that is available now. We have lots of new  and exciting courses available to you. 

If you are interested in doing any of them please see a member of the Family & Community Team or put your name down at 

reception. 

 

Please join us to celebrate our wonderful city by attending the Positive Bradford Event on Wednesday 28th September at 

Centenary Square. There will be lots of stalls, music , food and games available to all the family.  It starts at 12pm and  

finishes at 7pm. We will be there running a stall and would love to see you . 

 

We will be holding a coffee morning on Wednesday 28th September in Stay & Play to raise money for the Macmillan Cancer 

Support project. The coffee morning will start at 10.30am and finish at 11.45am . There will be fresh cakes, buns and cold 

drinks available. Please come and join us to help raise money for this worthy cause. 

 

Please note that our Stay & Play times have changed. 

 

Stay & Play now starts at 10.30am and runs until 3.30pm  every Wednesday an Friday with the last admission at 2.30pm. 

 

Last year we hosted 22168 visits by adults and children taking part in courses, activities and one off events—a phenomenal 

achievement! 

 Morning  Afternoon  

 Speech & language Assessment Clinic 1.30pm —2.30pm Bumps to Babies/Infant        

Massage/Music & Movement                    

(rolling programme) 

1.30pm—2.30pm Martial Arts  

(rolling programme with Jabadao) 

 9.30—11.30am ICT 

9.30—11.30am Family Learning 

9:30am—11am Creative Arts 

1pmñ3pm Baby Stay & Play (0 - 2yrs)  

 

 9am—10am English for Parents & children 

9.15am—11.45am Childcare Level 1 

10.30am ñ 3.30pm Stay & Play  

Lending Library 7.45am - 5.30pm  

 

10.30am ñ3.30pm Stay & Play  

12pm—3pm Health Trainer 

Lending Library 7.45am - 5.30pm  

 9.30am—11.30am Nurturing course/Triple P 

(rolling programme) 

1pmñ3pm Stay & Play (Additional needs)  

1.30pm –2.30pm Jabadao/Play & Learn (rolling 

programme) 

5.30pm—7.30pm Triple P for men 

 9am—10am Parents involved in  

      children‘s learning (PICL) 

10am—11am I Can Cook 

9.15am—11.45am Childcare Level 1 

10.30am ñ3.30pm Stay & Play  

 

Throughout the week Midwives are here 

providing an appointment only service.  

 

10.30am ñ3.30pm Stay & Play  

Imran Jane Naila Claire  Noor Michelle Kirsty Amanda Maria Juraj Kauser 
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Lost Ring  

A ring has been found outside in our car park.  If you think you 

have lost your ring please ask at reception. 

General notes from allééé.. 

Here at St Edmund‘s we are hoping to start up a ―Skills Swapshop‖ - Helping each 

other by swapping a skill.  If you have a skill or a business and are interested in 

helping set this up we would love to hear from you.  You could be good at sewing,  

gardening or DIY for example or you could have your own business such as carpet 

cleaning or a car valeting service. 

 

We would love to advertise your business within our newsletter so please contact 

Claire Hogg if you are interested in the ―Skills Swapshop‖. 

 

I look forward to hearing what you can offer!!! 

 

School photographs will be on Monday 3rd October 2011.   

Please look out for further information. 

We are currently collecting plastic milk bottle tops for 

charity and would appreciate it if you could help us by 

bringing in your plastic milk bottle tops.   Thank you. 



 

News from the 3 ñ5 roomséééééééé. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Red and Yellow class would like to welcome back all our children and hope 

that you had a nice break. We will be joined by some new children from 

home and some children will be moving from the 2-3 room into 3-5s. 

 

This half term we will be thinking about Ourselves. Our core story is 

‗Goldilocks and the Three Bears‘ and we will be using props and role play to 

re-tell the story.  

When thinking about Ourselves we will be exploring  

using our bodies in different ways, talking about our 

families and people that are important to us as well as 

getting to know our new friends in the Nursery.  

As young children are encouraged and enjoy exploring  

using their whole bodies we would like to remind  

parents/carers to dress their child in comfortable 

clothes.  

 

This half term we will be celebrating the following 

festivals; Eid and the Divali. We hope that children who celebrate Eid had 

a lovely time with their families and friends.  

 

We would like to remind all parents to be outside 3-5‘s classrooms at least 

five minutes before collecting as this will prevent your child from feeling 

anxious. This is especially important for new starters.  

 

We are looking forward to exciting new half term and welcoming all  

children and parents/carers to our Nursery.  
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    News from the Under Threes……………………. 
Summer fun! 

What an eventful summer we have had, the sun has shone and 

the rains have been but we all had a fabulous time! Lots of children went on trips to 

different places; we went to St Ives, Cliffe Castle, Ilkley Park and Roberts Park. 

Great fun was had by all including the staff: who had to test out the equipment; or so 

they said! 

 

Thanks to all the staff and parents who made 

these trips so much fun. 

 

 

The staff and children in the baby room had 

lots of walks to West Park where they had 

picnics and games; they also went to Lister 

Park where they joined in with a teddy bears picnic in the 

grounds of the park.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Changes 

 

As always there are some changes to staffing: Kirsty will be moving into 

crèche for a while and her place will be covered by Cat who we all know already 

and are pleased she is able to stay with us. We all wish Kirsty ‗good luck‘ in her 

new role. Also we are sorry to see Sumayyah leaving to go on maternity leave 

we wish her congratulations and the best of luck for the coming months. We 

will keep you updated on how she is doing. To cover her leave we welcome back 

Kaneez, she has worked with us before and am sure she will feel at home 

straight away. Also Sam will be joining us from the 3-5 room she will be a  

welcome member of the team and we are lucky to be having her. 

 

We would like to say a big welcome to all the new children and their families 

starting in the 0-3 rooms we are sure they will have a great time with us. 

 
We will have some apprentiships starting in our 2 – 3 room so keep an eye out for 

them.  You may already recognize them as they have been here as students:- 

Khadija Mahmood, Aeesha Hussain, Kiran Naz and Saima Hamid. 
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And the closing lineséééééé.. 
As headteacher of a Nursery School & Children‘s Centre I do not get the same holidays as 

other teachers so during the summer break I was here most days. Life becomes slightly 

more relaxed as holiday activities take the place of our usual timetable and there are far 

fewer children. I know that the children and families went on several very enjoyable trips 

both locally and further afield. Everyone had a great time in spite of the weather!  

I went away with my family to France for two weeks which was lovely. We had some warm 

sunny weather and it was nice to spend time together as a family.  

For many of us, throughout our lives, September is the month of changes and transitions, 

whether it‘s changing classes, schools or starting a new job. My 13 year old son has taken up 

skateboarding again and has spent almost all day, everyday, during the holidays at his  

favourite skateboard parks perfecting what to me seem very dangerous tricks. This new 

hobby has led him to decide to give up football which he has been doing since he was 5 years 

old. I will really miss standing at the edge of the pitch cheering his team on, even during the 

freezing cold weather. I felt very sad that this part of his life has ended but realised that 

as a parent my role is to support him in what he really enjoys doing but let 

him give things up when the time is right. 

Of course many of our families spent the month of August fasting as it was 

the holy month of Ramadam. I know the days were very long and several 

families have told me how hard it was at first but that it became easier as 

time went on. We will be celebrating with our children by having a special Eid 

meal and parties and on behalf of all the staff at St Edmund‘s I wish you a 

belated Eid Mubarak. 

 

We take the safeguarding of children very seriously here are St  

Edmund‘s.  If any parent/carer feels they are uncertain about the 

safety of a child anywhere within our area please contact a named  

Child Protection member of staff.   

These staff are: 

 

Anne-Marie Merfield—Headteacher 

Lindsay Mihailovic—Deputy Headteacher 

Danuta Petrie—Children‘s Centre + Teacher 

Gail Caulfield—Business Manager 

Claire Birch—Family and Community Services Leader 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER & WEDNESDAY 

21ST DECEMBER WILL BE TRAINING DAYS AND THE WHOLE 

SCHOOL/CENTRE WILL BE CLOSED  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

 

Wednesday 14th September  

Eid lunch 

 

Saturday 24th September  

Dad‘s Martial Arts fun day  10am—1pm 
 

 

Sunday 25th September  

GEM Event at Girlington Community Centre—A Multi cultural community get together, lots of stalls,  

Music and an opportunity to get involved in your local community. 

 

Wednesday 28th September  

McMillan coffee morning to raise money for McMillan Cancer Appeal 10.30am—11.45am at St Edmund‘s 

 

Wednesday 28th September  

Positive Bradford Event at Centenary Square 12.00pm to 7.00pm 
 

Monday 3rd October  

School photographs throughout the day.   

 

Wednesday 5th October  

Economic Awareness Day.  Please see further information on our ―Money Matters‖ page. 
 

Saturday 15th October  

Family Cook & Eat session 10am—1pm 
 

 

W/C 17th October  

Us, Our World, Our Community  week—Please keep an eye out for further posters/leaflets  
 

 

Thursday 20th October  

Nursery Closes for half term  
 

 

Friday 21st October  

Whole School/Centre closed for Training Day  
 

 

Wednesday 26th October  

Diwali celebrations 
 

 

w/c 31st October  

Talking Together week—further information to follow 

  We are holding a car boot  

 sale at St Edmundõs some  

 time in October so keep   

 your eyes open for further   

 information!  
 



Washington Street 

Girlington 

Bradford 

BD8 9QW 

Telephone: 01274 543282 

Fax: 01274 499440 

E-mail: office@stedmundsnscc.com 

Web address 

www.stedmundsnscc.com 

Putting children and families at the centre of learning  

Thereõs lots of 
ways to get in 
touchéé... 
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Well done once again to parents who have successfully completed various courses at  

St Edmundõs.  Here are some nice photographs of them receiving their certificates! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

The rest of the session is then over to the children who always initiate their own learning.  Activities and  

resources are set up, both indoors and outdoors, to support the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum,  

ranging from painting to mark making to computers to sand…….. the list is endless!!   Most of our morning  

children leave us at 11.45 am but some stay for a childcare lunch before going home.  One of the enjoyable 

parts of my role is sitting with the children at lunchtime.  Not only is this a lovely social occasion but Angie‘s 

food is fantastic too!!!  

 

The afternoon sees a repeat of all the things the morning children had the opportunity to discover.  The door 

opens at 12.30pm and the activities begin; Keyworker group time, free flow play, tidy up time and group time 

or a story, before opening the door at 3.15pm for parents and carers to collect their children.   At the end of 

the school day, staff tidy away the resources and plan future learning activities. 

 

When I arrive home after work I get a lovely warm welcome from my dog Jess (and sometimes even my son!) 

who is always ready for a long walk.   Jess and I stomp away the cares of the day and think about the lovely 

things we have done—ready to do it all over again the following day. 

 

 

A day in the life of Liz continuedééé.. 



 

 

ST EDMUNDõS NURSERY SCHOOL & CHILDRENõS CENTRE 

 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 2011/2012  

 

Nursery School Closure Dates 

 

Re-open Monday 5th September 2011 

 

Half-term  Close Thursday 20th October 

   Re-open Monday 31st October 

 

Christmas 

(Nursery)  Close Tuesday 20th December 

   Re-open Tuesday 3rd January 2012 

 

Half-term  Close Wednesday 8th February 

   Re-open Monday 20th February 

 

Easter  Close Friday 30th March 

   Re-open Monday 16th April 

 

Spring Bank Close Friday 1st June 

   Re-open Tuesday 12th June 

 

Summer  Close Friday 20th July 

 

Nursery & Childrenõs Centre closed for Training Days on: 

 

Friday 21st October 2011 

Wednesday 21st December 2011 

Thursday 9th February 2012 

Tuesday 8th May 2012 

Monday 2nd July 2012 

 

 

 



Extended Provision Holidays  

 

 

 

Bank Holidays  

 

Friday 6th April 2012 

Monday 9th April 2012 

Monday 7th May 2012 

Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th June 2012 

Monday 27th August 2012 

 

 

 

Christmas Holidays  

 

Friday 23rd December 2011 – Tuesday 3rd January 2012 

 

 

 

Training Days  

 

Friday 21st October 2011 

Wednesday 21st December 2011 

Thursday 9th February 2012 

Tuesday 8th May 2012 

Monday 2nd July 2012 

 


