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children as they  

begin their  

primary school  

careers as well  

welcoming new  

children and their 

families to our 

school/centre . We 

hope that you can 

join us in making the 

last term of this  

academic year an  

extremely enjoyable 

one for all our  

children.  

Wellñlast half 

term simply flew 

by, no sooner had 

we returned after 

the Easter break 

than we were 

breaking up again!  

This half -term is 

going to be very 

busyñ there will be 

lots of trips,  

activities and 

events happening so 

please keep an eye  

 

out for posters 

and letters.  

 

At the end of 

term we will be 

saying goodbye to 

some of our  

 

First of all I have to say that I absolutely love my job 

and feel very honoured to be part of such a fantastic 

team of staff!  I have been working here at St Edmundõs 

as the Family & Community Services Leader for 4 ½ 

years. My typical day starts at 6am when I am awoken by 

my 2 children wanting to play! We get dressed and ready 

to set off for Nursery at 7am. I drop them off in their 

rooms and go to the back office and get started on a 

days work. My normal working day starts at 8.30am but I 

always like to come in early and get prepared for the day 

ahead.    

Busy, busy, busyéé.. 
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A day in the life ofé..our Family & Community 

Services Leader 

I S S U E  S I X 

J U N E  2 0 1 1 Ready  Steady  
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On a Monday morning we have a Family & Community Team meeting that Anne -Marie 

and I lead. I am responsible for planning the yearõs courses and setting up activities  
throughout the Centre. I also line manage the Family & Community Team. I meet with 

the team every 6 weeks and work closely with them to ensure the best possible  

service for you and your family. There are 1290 children under 5 years within our 

reach area and so lots to be working with. If you know of any families with children 0

-5years who donõt know about our centre then please tell them or us and invite them 

along, as we would love to meet them. Part of my job role is to respond to referrals 

that come in from different agencies such as Health Visitors, Midwives etc, also to 

make the appropriate referrals to outside agencies regarding the well being and care 

of children. I am extremely passionate about my job and always strive to achieve the 

very best for your children and families.  Each day brings new challenges and helps 

me to continuously develop and learn.  I love to network ,build links and organize 

events throughout the year in order to bring the different communities in our area  

together. I feel very lucky to work here at St Edmundõs and work so closely with you 

and your 
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We would like to welcome Kaneez Fatima and Farrath Yasmin who will be working in our 2/3 room as Early 

Years Support Workers and also Kauser Tasneem into Creche. 
 

We would also like to say welcome back to Cara Broadbent, Clare Jones and Rachael Carter from maternity 

leave.  Clare returned to work on 8th June 2011 and is based in Red class, Cara will be returning on a part time 

basis leading the development of Language & Communication throughout the School/Centre and Rachael will be 

based in our 2-3 room.  They will both return to work on 27th June 2011.   
 

We say farewell to Salma at the end of the term as she will be leaving us to have her baby so we wish her all the 

best. 

We also say goodbye and thank you to Cat Shepherd who has been covering maternity leave and wish her all the 

best for the future.   

Congratulations this term to :- 

¶ Big congratulations to Danuta Petrie who is now a Grandma!  Her gorgeous Grandaughter Lois was born 

on 31st May and weighed 10lbs.   

¶ Rukshana Khalifa, our lunchtime supervisor on completing her Level 2 in Childcare.  

¶ Iram Noreen in reception for completing her Level 3 in Customer Service and going on to do Business 

Administration Level 3, we wish Iram good luck with this. 

¶ Wajib Khan in our 2/3 room has completed his Level 3 in Childcare. 

¶ Samantha Horner in our 3/5 room has completed her NVQ Level 4 Childrenõs Care, Learning and  

          Development  

Good Luck  

We would like to wish Diane in Red class and Gail our Business Manager 

luck with their running of the Race for Life Marathan raising money for  

cancer on 12th June.   

 

Staffing Updates 

A day in the life of Claire continuedééé.. 

St Edmundõs Nursery is 

an outstanding school. It 

makes outstanding 

EYFS provision for all 

children. Parents think 

so, too, and many wrote to 

say so. Typically, parents  

comment on how their 

children ôgrow in  

confidence in a short 

space of timeõ and how 

ôthey benefit socially,  

emotionally and  

academicallyõ because of 

ôthe friendly, caring staff 

who put children firstõ 

Ofsted  
Inspection  

2008  
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Up and coming events for the Family & Community Team  
 

Some of you will be aware that we have had Nazma a Social Worker Student based with us since last  

November. Unfortunately Nazmaõs placement is coming to and end this month and we would like to take this 

opportunity to thank her for all her hard work. She has become part of the team and she will be missed. 

We would like to wish Nazma all the best in becoming a qualified Social Worker.  

 

Fathersõ story week 13th -19th  June 2011  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in Bradford project with be holding a teddy bears picnic at Manningham Park on Thursday 14 th  July 

11.30am-2.00pm. We will be there holding a stall and running activities for children, so please come and join 

us and bring a -long a friend.  

 

The Life Caravan will be here on Friday 15 th  July with opportunities for children & families to explore and 

learn about healthy living.  

 

Look out for the Summer Holiday activity timetable that will be coming out in July and remember to put 

your names down ASAP in order to get a place.  

 Family and Community Services 

Parentsõ Celebration Event 
Monday 18th July 1.30pm ñ3pm 

Minimum Creche places available  

This will be a presentation afternoon where all our parents who have  

attended and completed parentsõ courses throughout the year will be presented with  

certificates of achievement.  
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 Morning  Afternoon  

 

Monday 
 Bumps to Babies (1:30 - 2:30)  

ESOL (1:00 - 3:00)  

 

Tuesday 
Family Learning (9:15 - 11:15)  

Creative Arts (9:30 - 11:00)  

Baby Stay & Play (1:00 - 3:00)  

Lending Library (1:45 - 2:15)  

 

 

Wednesday 

 

Job Centre Plus (9:30 - 11:30)  

All - day Stay & Play (8:45 - 3:30)  

 

 

All - day Stay & Play (until 3:30, 

last admission 2:30)  

Health Trainer (12:00 - 3:00)  

 

 

Thursday  
 

Positive Parenting Programme 

(PPP) / Nurturing (9:30 - 11:30)  

ESOL (9:30 - 11:00)  

Infant Massage (10:00 - 11:00)  

Play & Learn (1:30 - 2:30)  

Additional Needs Stay & Play   

(1:00 - 3:00)  

 

 

 

Friday  

All - day Stay & Play (8:45 - 3:30)  

Lending Library (8:45 - 10:00)  

I Can Cook (10:00 - 11:00)  

All - day Stay & Play  

(until 3:30, last admission 2:30)  
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Fluoride Varnishing  
 

The Fluoride varnishing session on 26th May was a great success and 

hopefully our children will now have much stronger, healthier teeth.  

Please be aware that the Flouride Varnish should be reapplied every 6 

months.  We will let you know when the next Flouride Varnish sessions 

will take place.  

General notes from allééé.. 

 

There has been a recent increase in measles cases within Bradford and 
we would like to stress the importance of MMR Immunisation.  People 
are best protected from the measles virus when they have been given 
two  doses of the MMR vaccination.  The vaccine also protects against 
mumps and rubella.  It is never too late for children and young adults 
to get immunised with the MMR vaccine.  If children or young adults 
have not been vaccinated please contact your  GP to arrange this.  

A range of home safety equipment is available for purchase from the 

front reception office.  For a full list of items available and costs 

please talk to Claire, Ruth or Iram.  

School photographs will be on 13.06.11, 14.06.11 & 17.06.11.   

The photographs will be taken of your children playing within 

their rooms .  We hope you like the different format and we 

look forward to seeing the photos.  



 

News from the 3 ñ5õs roomséééééééé. 
We have a very busy and exciting half - term ahead of us. We will be 

thinking about farm animals and our core story is ôFarmer Duckõ.  Many 

activities and resources throughout the Nursery will be linked to this 

theme giving children an opportunity to learn about the farm and farm 

animals in different contexts. As always we will have a new songbook and 

children can take one home to share with their families.  Red and Yellow 

class have also organised a trip to Ponderosa farm.  

Yellow class  will be going on 4th  of July.   

Red Class will be going on 11 th  of July .  

All parents and carers are invited to join us on this trip and the details are to follow nearer 

the date.  

 

Here are some important dates to keep in your dairy:  

 

¶ Week commencing 13 th  June we will have ôDads Sharing Stories weekõ. Dads, granddads   

         and other male family members will be invited to come and share a story with children.  

¶ 13/14 and 17 th  June School Photos will take place  

¶ 17 th  June Story teller John Row will be working in the rooms.  

¶ Saturday 18 th  June Story teller John Row will be working with dads, uncles, granddadsé 

¶ w/c  20 th  June  begins Child Safety week. Details to follow.  

¶ 22nd June  is our ôBring a Friendõ day. There will be lots of activities, free gifts and  

         speakers. 

¶ 29 th  June the whole centre is closed for training day.  

¶ Monday 4 th  July Red Class Open day for new parents and children.  

¶ Monday 11 th  July Yellow Class Open day for new parents and children  

¶ Thursday 14 th  July Teddy Bears picnic 11.30 to 2.00 pm at Lister Park     

         Please speak to the Family & Community Services Team for more  

         details.  

¶ Friday 15 th  July Life Education Caravan will be visiting.  

¶ Wednesday 20 th  July Children who usually stay for lunch will have a  

         picnic outside (weather permitting) with staff. If the weather is wet we    

         will still have a picnic indoors.  Children are welcome to bring their teddies with them to  

         Nursery for the picnic.  

¶ w/c 18th July Leavers Ceremony.  Further details to follow.  

¶ 19th July School closes for Summer Holidays.  

 

As you can see there are many exciting things happening throughout this half term and we  

sincerely hope that you will be able to join us and make them even  

more special. We would like to mention that Rhyme Challenge is  

continuing. Children are asked every day to recite one of the rhymes 

in front of their friends. We would like it if parents/carers could join 

us at key groups to listen to their children. As promised when  

children are familiar with all rhymes from the Challenge Sheet they 

will be presented with a Certificate.  
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    News from the Under Threeséééééééé. 
 

Birth/2 room  

A big welcome back to Hazel, it is lovely to see her, she is doing a phased 

return and will hopefully be back full time by the end of June.  

 

2/3 room  

 

The 2/3 room has been really busy this half term, we have taken some 

children to St Leonardõs Park Farm; this was an exciting day for every-

one, we all had a wonderful time and it didnõt rain! 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be losing lots of children in the summer, many are moving to the 

3/5 rooms and some are leaving to go to nurseries attached to primary 

schools we wish them lots of luck and hope they visit us.  

 

A quick reminder about the weather; please send your children with a hat 

and cardigan or jumper, we will provide sun cream for the children but let 

a member of staff know if you donõt want us to put it on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachael will be returning from maternity leave at the end of June and 

joining us in the 2/3 room, we look forward to seeing her again.  
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And the closing lineséééééé.. 
I hope most of you have had the chance to look at our new rooms now they are all 

finished. Our Sensory room is up and running and our children are having fun on our 

new water bed! We also have lots of other new and exciting equipment for everyone 

to use. The new Multi -purpose room is being furnished as a creativity/art space with 

lots of interesting resources, including light boxes and projectors, for the children 

to explore light and shadows and to create imaginary worlds and works of art.  

During the holidays I spent a lovely evening at the Nell Bank Centre in Ilkley where 

some of our families were spending the night on our first ever residential visit. The 

weather was lovely and I was really impressed with the children (and adults) who 

walked all the way to Ilkley, through the woods and along the river bank, to play in 

the playground and enjoy some fish & chips for tea! When I left them they were 

just about to light a camp fire and have a singing session. We are really sorry for 

those of you who missed out on the opportunity to go this time but the good news is 

that the Governors have agreed to support another trip next year.  

I hope you all have a lovely summer term and as this will be the last newsletter  

before some of you leave us, as your child begins the next part of 

their learning journey, I would like to wish you all the best for the  

future ð we will miss you! 
 

 

 

 

 

We take the safeguarding of children very seriously here are St  

Edmundõs.  If any parent/carer feels they are uncertain about the 

safety of a child anywhere within our area please contact a named  

Child Protection member of staff.   

These staff are:  

 

Anne-Marie Merfield ñHeadteacher  

Lindsay Mihailovic ñDeputy Headteacher  

Danuta Petrie ñChildrenõs Centre + Teacher 

Gail CaulfieldñBusiness Manager 

Claire Birch ñFamily and Community Services Leader  

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT WEDNESDAY 29TH JUNE WILL BE A  

TRAINING DAY AND THE WHOLE SCHOOL/CENTRE WILL BE 

CLOSED 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
W/C 13th June  

Dads Sharing Stories week  
 

On 13.06.11, 14.06.11 and 17.06.11 ñSchool photos.   
 

Friday 17th June  

Storyteller John Row will be working in the rooms.  
 

Saturday 18th June  

Storyteller John Row will be working with Dads as part of the Menõs morning 10amñ

12pm.  Further info to follow.  All Dads, Uncles, Grandads are welcome.  Please come 

along with your children and join in the fun.   

 

W/C 20th June  

Child Safety week ñPlease keep an eye out for further posters/leaflets  
 

Wednesday 22nd June  

òBring a friend event dayó 

 

 

Friday 24th June  

Family trip to The Deep.   
 

Wednesday 29th June  

Whole School/Centre closed for Training Day   

 

Monday 4th July  

Yellow class trip to Ponderosa.  Please see your childõs class teacher for further information. 

New parents will be visiting with their children who will start Nursery in September.  
 

 

Friday 8th July  

Family trip to St Leonardõs Farm.   
 

Monday 11th July  

Red class trip to Ponderosa.  Please see your childõs class teacher for further information. 

New parents will be visiting with their children who will start Nursery in September.  
 

Thursday 14th July  

Teddy Bears Picnic 11.30amñ2.00pm at Lister Park.  Please talk to the Family & Community Services 

Team for more details.  
 

Friday 15th July  

The Life Education Caravan will be visiting.  
 

Saturday 16th July  

Menõs morning 10.00amñ12.00pm 
 

w/c 18th July  

Leaverõs ceremonyñFurther details to follow  

 

Wednesday 20th July  

Picnic DayñChildren who usually stay for lunch on this day will be 

(hopefully weather  

permitting) sitting outside with staff to enjoy our picnic for lunch.  If the weather is wet 

we will still have picnics on rugs inside.  
 

Thursday 21st July  

 School closes                    
 

 

There will be lots of activities and free gifts and speakers.  Watch out for details. 

ñWhat has  

particularly  

impressed me 

is the  

enormous  

effort to  

involve fathers 

and other 

significant 

males in the 

centre.ò 

 

John Row,  

Storyteller 



Washington Street 

Girlington 

Bradford 

BD8 9QW 

Telephone: 01274 543282 

Fax: 01274 499440 

E-mail: office@stedmundsnscc.com 

Web address  

www.stedmundsnscc.com  

Putting children and families at the centre of learning  

Thereõs lots of 
ways to get in 
touchéé... 
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Some pictures taken during our recent visit to Nell Bank  
by our male carers and children  


