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―viewing sessions‖ on  

Thursday 19th May 

at the following 

times: 

8.45 —9.45 am 

2.30—3.30 pm 

4.30—5.30 pm 

 

We hope that you 

can join us on the 

day to see the rooms 

in action. 

We are sure  

everyone will agree 

that now our  

building work has 

finally finished it 

was well worth the 

wait!   

 

Thank you for  

bearing with us 

whilst the building 

works were being 

done—we are all 

really pleased with 

our lovely  

extension. 

 

 

This now means 

that we have two 

extra rooms for 

our children and 

families to use—a 

large multi-

purpose room and 

a brand new  

sensory room.  

 

So that everyone 

can have a chance 

to see the 

changes we 

will  be 

holding 

drop in  

                

After working in the catering industry for over 40 

years I am really pleased to now be based at St  

Edmund’s.  I can honestly say that my time here simply 

flies!  I start my day by arriving at about 7.00 am ready 

to prepare and serve Breakfast for our extended     

provision children.  When I’ve cleared up the breakfast 

dishes I start the preparation of the school lunches. 

Continual development…….. 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Staffing  

Updates 

2 

Family & 

Community 

3 

News about 

Dads 

4 

News round 

up 

8 

News from 

3/5 rooms 

9 

Under 3’s 10 

Closing lines 11 

 

A day in the life of…..our school/centre Chef 
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Sadia and I prepare, serve and then wash up the school lunches everyday—we must 

be doing something right though, because dinner numbers are getting bigger!  I  

always enjoy talking to the children during meals times and love getting to know all of 

their tastes.  Days when we have special lunches such as Eid or Christmas are frantic 

here in the kitchen but it’s lovely that the children all enjoy it so much.  

When the lunch time rush is over I am then on to 

preparing teas for the children who remain at the 

end of the school day.  I’m really pleased that our 

school kitchen was awarded a five star rating (the  

highest we can achieve) for cleanliness last year—it’s 

good to be rewarded for all of our hard work.  Once 

teas are ready I’m then thinking about my paperwork 

and orders……. there’s never a dull moment really but 

I wouldn't change it for the world. 
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In this period of financial uncertainty we are really pleased that at St Edmundõs Nursery School 

and Childrenõs Centre we are able to offer staffing security and that all of our permanent staff 

will remain in place with us.  The beginning of a new financial year always means that a  

review of staffing roles takes place and that some movement within the centre is undertaken.  

Changes this term will see Sumayyah from Yellow room returning to her previous role in the 

2/3 room, Hazel (Wood) will be supporting the Resourced Provision team, Hazra will be  

working in Yellow room on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning as well as undertaking 

staff release across both 3/5 rooms and Amanda will be undertaking a more active role within 

our crèche provision.   

We would also all like to offer our congratulations to Ermina who has been successful in  

securing a place on the graduate teacher programme.   This will mean that she will continue 

teaching in Red room whilst undertaking her training yearñwell done Ermina!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a more serious note we were very upset that one of our childcare students, Jonathon, was 

attacked by a gang of youths as he walked home from our setting.  Jonathon sustained quite  

serious injuries and had to have an operation on his broken jaw.  Whilst we realize that these  

incidents are extremely rare, we are sure you will join us in condemning this kind of behaviour.  

Fortunately, Jonathon is now back in his placement and we are pleased he is well on the way to 

recovery. 

Staffing Updates 

A day in the life of Angie continuedééé.. 

 
I was amazed to 

see  
children  

 serving lunch 
and sitting  

chatting like 
grown up  

people.'  
 

Ofsted  
Inspector  

2008  
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Over the  next few weeks we are offering a variety of courses—some old and some 

new………... 
 

And they’re back…………… 

 

Bumps to Babies—starting Thursday 5th May 2011 

11.00 am– 12.30pm, for 5 weeks and is available to anyone who is pregnant or a new 

mummy. 

 

Infant Massage—starting Thursday 12th May 2011  

10.00am-11.00am for 6 weeks held in crèche. 

For parents and non crawling babies. 

 

New Courses Starting …… 

 

Play and Learn course—starting on Thursday 12th May 

1.30pm-2.30pm for 6 weeks 

For parents and children aged 0-5 yrs 

 

I Can Cook—starting on Friday 13th May 

10.00am-11.00am for 5 weeks 

For parents and children 2 ½ - 5 yrs 

 

Creative Arts (Just for parents) - starting Tuesday 10th May  

9.30am—11.00am for 6 weeks  

Crèche places are available for this course but spaces are limited. 

 

Please see a member of the Family & Community Services Team if you are interested in 

any of the above courses. 
 

 Family and Community Services 

Parentsõ Forum  
Monday 23 rd  May 2.00 - 3.00 pm  

Creche is available  

Susan West a Podiatrist will be here to talk about the importance of looking  

after your childrenõs feet. Are they wearing the right shoe size or sock size? 

Come and find out everything you will ever need to know.  

To book a place please contact Amanda on 01274 543282  
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On the 18th January 2011, we hosted a ―Dads’ night out consultation event‖ which was 

attended by 24 dads. The aim of the evening was to consult and chat with dads in an 

informal setting so that they could talk a little bit about what it’s like being a dad, 

what are the challenges they face (if any) when accessing services and if there are 

any particular activities they would like to see happening here at the centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do dads feel are barriers to them engaging with our services?  

¶ Little provision during the day for dads. 

¶ Don’t feel comfortable in predominantly female groups. 

¶ Work/Family commitments. 

¶ Perceived female dominated groups. 

¶ Play groups available don’t match work patterns/commitments. 

¶ Need for appropriate activities for dads with children. 

¶ Traditionally held attitudes about Male/Female roles. 

¶ Cultural barriers, Language barriers. 

¶ Lack of activities to engage with dads. 

¶ No flexibility to bring over 5’s to the sessions. 

¶ Lack of accommodation for prayer times. 

What dads suggested.  

¶ Dads only Stay & Play sessions at a suitable time for working dads. 

¶ Positive promotion/Marketing (Leaflets, Video to promote dads sessions/work) 

¶ Late opening of the centre. Activities to run on evenings and weekends.  

¶ Dads involvement through a committee/action group. 

¶ Parenting courses for dads. 

¶ More frequent sessions, not just once a month. 

¶ Baking/Cooking class (bread making, buns etc) 

¶ Organised walk/Treasure trail/Sports days/Competitions. 

¶ Dads only sessions/Create competitiveness. 

¶ Involve kids in majority of sessions. 

¶ Gardening/Cooking/Book-club/Sports days/Days out. 

¶ ESOL language classes for men. 

¶ All dads to have male worker’s contact number. 

¶ Family inclusive sessions for Dads and Mums to come together. 

 



 

 

 

¶ Recruited a group of dads onto an action group who meet regularly to 

contribute ideas and discuss progress.  

¶ A dadsõ Stay & Play session has been running every Wednesday  

   evening from 5:30 - 7:30pm to accommodate dads working hours.  

   We have introduced numerous new toys and activities including the  

   X- box Kinect and a variety of outdoor games.  

¶ Delivered a programme of five Martial Arts sessions which were well 

attended by dads and children.  They all felt they had learned lots of 

Martial Arts moves and had great fun. No dads were hurt in the 

process! The children received certificates and trophies at the end.  

¶ Dads have taken part in a photograph project which will contribute to 

making a ôDad friendlyõ display to welcome more dads to the centre. 

¶ A cinema night was arranged as an activity where mums and dads 

could attend with children together ñthe evening was a great success 

and more nights will be planned in the future  

¶ There will be a dads only day trip to the Nell Bank centre in May, full 

of activities and a barbecue for all to enjoy.  

¶ Plans are currently underway to include dads and children in a  

   promotional video highlighting their engagement with the centre.  

¶ We will be starting a parenting course for dads called òTriple Pó in 

May. There are still spaces available for anyone who would like to 

take part in  this programme .  

¶ Upcoming activities include dadsõ cook & eat, Saturday Men's Morning, 

Martial Arts & much more!  
 

 

A full consultation report is available upon request. If you require any 

further information please contact Imran on 01274 543282 or 

07946348588  



We are on the hunt to find a range of local dads to star 

in our very own film about the importance of being a dad 

and to promote our childrenõs centre to other dads. The 

film project will involve working with a filmmaker to write 

a script, plan a filming schedule and record various  

interviews and scenes. Children aged 3 - 5 years will be 

given the chance to take part in this fantastic opportunity 

to be seen and heard!  

 

éso if youõre a local dad with a story to tell or have 

something to say about your experience at the  

childrenõs centre then get in touch with  

Imran Hafeez on (01274) 543282  

 or email -  imran@stedmundsnscc.com  

 

Alternatively you can pop in for a chat at  

St Edmundõs Nursery School & Childrenõs Centre,  

Washington, Bradford. BD8 9QW.  

mailto:imran@stedmundsnscc.com
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Fluoride Varnishing  

 

It’s that time of year again for Fluoride varnishing.  If you haven’t had your  

children’s teeth varnished or if you have and you want them to have another  

application then come and sign up on one of the following days. 

 

Monday 9th May – 8.30am-1.15pm 

Wednesday 11th May—8.30am-9.30am ,11.30am-12pm and 2.45pm-3.45pm 

Friday 13th May - 8.30am-9.30am ,11.30am-12pm and 2.45pm-3.45pm  

 

All sessions are in the Entrance Hall. 

 

 

 

 

You must fill in a consent form if you want your child to access this programme or 

the dentists will not be able to carry out the application.  The applications will take 

place on Thursday 26th May. 

General notes from allééé.. 

 

A range of home safety equipment is available for  
purchase from the front reception  
office.  For a full list of items  
available and costs please talk  
to Claire, Ruth or Iram .  

Donõt forget  

 

Park Visits are held every Thursday Afternoon at 3.30pm  

 

meet in the entrance of the centre  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term in Red and Yellow classes we will be thinking about transport and journeys. Our core story 

is the ―Journey Home from Grandpa’s‖.  This will help us learn about a lot of different vehicles and 

where they can be found.  

 

We will be looking at various features of different vehicles and many activities will be related to  

transport. On the 19th of May we would like to invite parents and carers to our Open Day. We are aiming 

to build an aeroplane in the outdoor area using recycled materials! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rhyme Challenge 

 

In Red and Yellow classes we will be starting a Rhyme Challenge this half-term.  Children and parents/

carers will be given a sheet with different Nursery rhymes to learn. When children have learnt a rhyme 

they can come and sing it for their Keyworker. After all the rhymes on the sheet have been learnt (and 

sung) you and your child will be presented with a certificate.  

 

Come and Play at the park 

 

We would like to remind you that we are continuing with our walks to the park each Thursday at 3.30 pm. 

Please join a member of staff in the reception at 3.30 pm to walk together to the park.  

Alternatively you could join us at the park after you have picked your other children up from school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the weather is starting to get warmer, please remember to apply sun cream and provide a named hat 

 

 

Just a reminder: Our new Group Times are 9.15-9.30 am and 12.50-1.05 pm. 

During group times the door will be locked. Please try to come before the group time starts so that your 

child does not miss out on this important part of the day. 
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News from 3/5 
roomsééééé... 



    News from the Under Threes……………………. 
 

Birth/2s 

We welcome some new children to the birth/2 room after Easter and say goodbye to 

Julia, Ashaz and Manha who are moving next door to the 2/3 room.  Staff-wise Cat 

who has been covering Hazel’s absence is going to work in Red Class as we hope Hazel 

will soon be well enough to return. 

 

Having reorganized the indoor space the birth/2 staff have been developing the out-

door space; they have set up a lovely, cosy area for the children and Craig, our site 

manager, has built a fantastic outdoor sandpit. 

 

2/3s 

A number of new children have joined the 2/3 room since February.  After Easter 

Romilly, Kaitlyn and Hafsah are moving on to Red Class and Zikra and Sandra are  

moving on to Yellow Class.  Staff-wise Summayyah who has been working in Red Class 

is joining the 2/3 team as are recent appointments Kaneez and Farrath. 

   

As part of the year of communication the library in the 2/3 room is now up and  

running and there is a wide range of books available.  You are welcome to borrow 

books with your child as often as you like and we hope all children will participate. 

A visit for children in the 2/3 room has been arranged to St Leonard’s Farm at 

Esholt on 17th May. Please look out for a letter with further information or ask the  

practitioners in the room. 

 

Environment 

As the weather gets warmer lots of children choose to play outdoors.  To keep  

children safe in the sun please send your child with a sun hat and something to cover 

their shoulders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally… 

Our best wishes go to Noshaba on the birth of her daughter Eshal. 
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And the closing lines……………….. 
 

I hope you have managed to enjoy the warmer weather we’ve been having. It’s been lovely to see the 

sunshine. I was lucky to spend a week in the Lake District over Easter without any rain which I think 

is very unusual! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer term is always busy with children visiting their new rooms, if they are moving from one 

room to another or new schools if they are leaving to go to Reception Class. Children from St  

Edmund’s will go to 29 different Primary Schools in September so I’m sure you can appreciate the 

amount of liaison that needs to happen to make sure it all goes smoothly.  

 

You might be aware that some Children’s Centres have had to close their childcare provision as they 

have not been able to fill enough places to make it sustainable. We are happy to report that we have 

been very full throughout the time we have been open and although the Governing Body will be looking 

closely at the budget over the next few months, we are confident we can make the books balance.  

Please make sure you tell your friends and neighbours about St Edmund’s as the more people who 

come to use our facilities the more we can offer. We need everyone in the area to know about us,  

especially when they are expecting their first baby. I only wish Children’s Centres had been around 

when my children were young! 

 

 

We take the safeguarding of children very seriously here are St  

Edmund’s.  If any parent/carer feels they are uncertain about the 

safety of a child anywhere within our area please contact a named  

Child Protection member of staff.   

These staff are: 

 

Anne-Marie Merfield—Headteacher 

Lindsay Mihailovic—Deputy Headteacher 

Danuta Petrie—Children’s Centre + Teacher 

Gail Caulfield—Business Manager 

Claire Birch—Family and Community Services Leader 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 
Friday 6th May  

John Rowe—Storyteller will be working with children in the 2/3 room 

 

Monday 9th May  

8.30 am—1.15 pm—Fluoride Awareness session 

 

 

Wednesday 11th May  

8.30—9.30 am / 11.30—12 pm/ 2.45—3.45 pm — Fluoride Awareness session 

 

Friday 13th May  

8.30—9.30 am / 11.30—12 pm/ 2.45—3.45 pm — Fluoride Awareness session 

 

Tuesday 17th May  

Children from 2/3 room to visit St Leonard’s farm 

 

Thursday 19th May  

Open Day in 3/5 rooms 

 

Viewing of new rooms  

8.45 —9.45 am 

2.30—3.30 pm 

4.30—5.30 pm 

 

Monday 23rd May  

Parents’ Forum—2.00 –3.00 pm 

 

Thursday 26th May  

8.30 am—4.00 pm—Fluoride varnish application 

 

Triple P course commences—6.00—8.00 pm 

 

Friday 27th May  

Nursery school closes for the Spring break 

 

Monday 30th May  

Bank holiday—whole school/centre closure 

 

Tuesday 31st May  

Dads’ visit to Nell Bank 

 

Wednesday 1st June ñTuesday 2nd June  

School/centre residential to Nell Bank 

 

Monday 6th June  

Nursery school re-opens 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT WEDNESDAY29TH JUNE WILL BE A 

TRAINING DAY AND THE WHOLE SCHOOL/CENTRE WILL BE 

CLOSED 

 



Washington Street 

Girlington 

Bradford 

BD8 9QW 

Telephone: 01274 543282 

Fax: 01274 499440 

E-mail: office@stedmundsnscc.com 

Web address 

www.stedmundsnscc.com 

Putting children and families at the centre of learning  

Thereõs lots of 
ways to get in 
touchéé... 
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Our recent ―Away Day Promotion‖ at Morrison’s supermarket was lots of fun.  As you 

can see from the photographs we met plenty of people!!!!  

 

 


